[Role of angioplasty in acute myocardial infarction].
Angioplasty as the treatment of acute myocardial infarction has proven to be effective in restoring arterial patency and in reducing residual stenosis, although reocclusion and restenosis may be high. Despite the good results reported by several investigators none of the prospective randomized trials comparing thrombolytic therapy with angioplasty (either alone or associated to thrombolysis) has shown any improvement in survival, the latter strategy being associated with an excess of acute complications. However, primary angioplasty may be useful in selected subgroups such as those with cardiogenic shock or with absolute contraindications for thrombolysis. The role of rescue angioplasty still needs to be defined in properly designed studies. In conclusion, primary angioplasty in acute myocardial infarction should be restricted to patients in whom thrombolytic therapy has been shown to be harmful or ineffective.